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Num. XXV, 12; 13. part. 
Behold, 1 give unto him my Coven 
Peace , and he ſhall have it, and 
after him, even the Covenant of ane 
ſting Prieſthood becauſe be WAS ; 
for his God. | 


TT is the obſervation of wiſe men, that; 
Age has ſome ſpecial duty belonging | 
For the moſt part, every Age brings wi 

new turn of affairs; and hence ariſe new 

[ ſhall not go back to the days of old, and et 

what was the ſpecial duty of our Forefath 

| their time: let it ſuffice to tell you, that th 
ſent duty of this generation, ard which Gi 
his Providence calls us to, ſeems to be the Rep 
tion of Manners. | 
You need not be informed, that vice 15 
rampant ; that prophaneſs and immorality. 
overrun our Land ; that ſwearing and fat 
breaking , druakenneſs and whoredom de 
much abound, and walk in our Streets in ſo 
cesat noon-day : it is too evident to be unobſe 

So that we ſtand in great need of a Reformatia 

And we havea very fair opportunity for 1 
command and countenance, both of King 

Parliament. 

We have been told, that in general Refor 
ons, we ſhould wait the Magiſtrates mot10 
concurrence. TI will not diſpute that now, ' 

ther it be univerſally true ? It is ſufficient, t 

, il anſwer .the preſent caſe; we have th 

breatti Magiſita te's concurrence in this mattg? 
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ze Honourable Houſe of Commons, the greaÞ 
leſentative body of the Nation, Have made a 
[pious Addreſs to his Majeſty, defiring him 


ive out his Royal Proclamation, commanding al 


5 Juſtices of the Peace, and other Magiſtrates, 


F 222 ſpeedy execution, thoſe good Laws that are 
In force, againſt Prophaneſs and Immorality; 
Fo give due incouragement to all ſuch as do 
duty therein. 

id accordingly the King, ( Our Gracious, 
reign, whom God long preſerve !) has iſſued 
Ia bis Proclamation, wherein he ftri®ly char- 
Fall perſons, Judges, Mayors, Tuſtices of the 
e, and all other Officers and Miniſters, both 
ſraſtical-and Civil, and all other his Subje@c, 
it may concern, to be very vigilant and ſirift 
be diſcovery and. proſecution of all perſons, who 
| be guilty of Exceſſeve drinking , Blaſphemy, 
hare Swearing and Curſing, Lewdneſs, Propha- 
bz of the Lord's day, or other difſolute, immoral 
Wſorderly pratices, as they will anſwer it i 
behbty God, ard upon pain of the King's higheſt 
leaſure. 7 | 
d that now we have a loud call in the pro- 
nce of God to apply our ſelves to this work 
Reformation. Now 1s a time for the Pious 
{Sober, for all that are on God's fide, to ſhew 
F Zeal againſt Vice, to ſhew themſelves Zealow 
Heir God. 

that I might incourage ſo good a work, and 
hote the Reformation already begun in many 
$ of this Kingdom, I thought it not amils, 
Iropole to your conſideration the above Text. 
Which ſhews how acceptable to Almighty God | 
MiZcal of Phinehas was, in executing judgment þ 
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"on Zimri and Cosbi, two debaucht perſons.” 
tells him, that as a reward of his Zeal, hef 
have confirm'd to him an everlaſting Prieſt 
Behold T give unto him my Covenant of Peace, & 
That you may ſee the Occafion and Scoj 
theſe words, I ſhall give you, in brief, the bh 
of the matter. The Ifraclites being con 
their wilderneſs march to the plains "of 
Balak King of Moab ſent to Balaam, ( a ; 
$othſayer i in thoſe parts,) tocome and curſet 
But Balaam being able to do nothing ag 
Iſrael with all his Enchantments, whilſt lir-cel 
faithful unto his God, whilſt God beheld n9 11 
in Jacob, as Balaam expreſſeth it, Num. 23. 21 
This wicked Prophet therefore adviſed Bal, 
inſnare them into Sin; well knowing that fin w 
provoke the dif} pleaſure of the Almighty ag 
them, who was their protection, and fo w 
make them fall an eaſy prey unto their Enemy 
By the way note ; That nothing tends 101 
rob a people or nation of its ſtrength and glory, 
| toexpoſe them to contempt and ruine, than Sin « 
Therefore thoſe, that are Zealous in the wcr 
Reformation, are ſome of the Nation's beſt fri 
Itis the Intereſt of Princes to incourage ſuch' 
ſons. Tt is ſome of the beſt ſtate-policy in! 
world, to give check to growing Impiety, an 
encourage the Vertuous. | For Righteouſneſs e 
eth a Nation, but Sin is a reproach unto any pe 
Prov. 20. 14, 34. This was the Obſervation 
Solomon, the wiſeſt of Men, and the greatel 
Kings. But this by the bye. 
 Balaam, that crafty Diviner and Prophet 
| well kill'd in theſ? Politicks. And thereto 
#_oſes takes notice of it, Nun. 21.15 
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Bulaktoinſnare Iſrael by their Women. A 
were inſnared ; firſt to Whoredom , and 
lo Idolatry, as you read in the two firſt Verſe | | 
Chapter of my Text. Nuwz. 25. 1, 2. And 
Lboderin Shittim,and the people begun to commit 
Hom with the daughters of Moab. And they 
| the people unto the Sacrifices of their Gods: 
be people did eat, and bowed down to their Gods, 
». God was ſo diſpleaſed with theſe abomina- | 
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> them, which ſwept away many. thouſands 
fem. And he commanded Moſes to execute 
ment upon the tranſgrefſors, v. 3, 4. 

loſes, having received this commandement | * 
| the Lord, gave order to the Judges, ( the v 
ty that were choſen to afhſt him jn the Go- 


ment,” to ſlay every one his men, (thoſe un- | " 
tharge,) as many of them aswere guilty, v. 5. 
low 1n the interim, before this command was , 


yn Execution, comes one of the 1ſrael/ites named 
rz,. and brings unto his Brethren a Midianitiſh 7 
nan, 1n the fight of Moſes and the Congregatt- l 
fo bold and impudent was he in hisfin, v. 6. 
lereupon Phizehas, in a holy Zeal, takes a , 
flinin his hand, goes to their Tent, and thruſts 
both through, the Man of I{-ae! and the 
man through her belly, and ſo the plague was 
ed. .v. 7,0, G 
hether Phinehas did this in the perſon of 1 
prſtrate, and as one of thoſe Judges that were 
red by Moſes to flay theſe tranſgreflors, v. 5: 
hether he did as a Private perſorr, being moved 
Wcto by ſome Spercal direction and motion 0 | 
ws ſpirit, and fo there was ſomething extraor- | 
wry .in the action? It is not material at preſent... 
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Fo determine. For either way it is no warrant q 
private: perſons, in ordinary caſes, to take up 
them the Execution of Juſtice. Y 
That which at preſent I would note to you 
Phinehas his zeal and fervour againſt Sin, which 
manifeſted by that a&tion. Which zeal of 
was ſo pleaſing to God, that he teſtified his hi 
zpprobation of it, not only by removing t 
plague, (as before noted ;) but by beſtowing 
Phinehas an everlaſting Prieſthood, as a reward 
it, An account whereof we have in my Te 
Behold, 1 give unto him my Covenant of peace, al 
he ſhall have it, and his ſeed after him, even the Co? 
nent of an everlaſting Prieſthood ; becanſe he n 
weaows for his God. J 
The Obſervation I ſhall note to you from t 
yords 15 this ; |; / 
Do&t. That 3t 3s a duty very pleaſing unto Gl 
when perſons in a time of general corruption do ſt 
themſelves zealous for God: = 
Is was a time of general corruption among t 
Iraclites, and Phinehas ſhewed a more than £ 
dinary zeal in ſuppreſſing of it, and God ma 
teſted his high approbation of Phimehas his zeal 
bſtowing on him an everlaſting Prieſthood. 
In proſecuting this pointTſhall, 
. (t. Shew what it imports to be zealous 
0d. | E 
: (2. Prove that 'tis a duty very pleaſing 
od. 
(3.) Shew who be the perſons that ſhould 
erciſe this zeal. And, 
(4.) Conc)ude with ſome Improvement. | 
Firſ, 1 ſhall ſhew, what it is fo be zealows for 
\ That we may vightly apprehend the meat 


Echis phraſe, tray Do. Þe un to from ſol 
that -to-the nature of Zeal in the general; wh 
en more particularly to ſhew the Import of the 
brafe in my Text, 
FAs; for Zeal in the general , it denotes th 
Ermth and fervour of Spirit. Zelare &* Zelni 
aith Voſſius;) utrurque dicitur de ardenti offet 
mcproaliquo, nunc contra aliquem. i.e. To har 
al,- or-to'be zealous are both ſpoken of any arden 
Fetion, ſometimes for a perſon, ſometime 4 | 
him. . [The Greek word &A& (quod i 7 
fer,  vald- ferveo,) fignifies boiling, or fer wall 
heat. For as boiling or burning is th} 
aheſt degree of heat, ſo is zeal or fervency theſ 
loheſt pitch of our aftections. And therefore Zul | 
Fieſcribed by ſome, to be the heat and intentin 
f all the affeFions. It 1s not ſo much a vertue nt 
ſelf, asthe life and ſoul of all other vertues, I} 
Hlike varniſh to the Colour, which 1s 1n it ſelf ml} 
lour, but gives a gloſs and luſtre unto all. | 
Zeal i in it {elf is neither go00d nor evil ; but ac 
ding:to its obje& : accordingly there i is a gO0l 
, bad zeal. -- . 
(I. 1.) Thereis a bad Zeal. Of his rind 1s thit 
F is ſet on wrong objects. This ſcarce de 
ves the name of zeal , being nothing 
t 32 Intemperate heat, or rather a kiad of Frenyf 
Madneſs. Such was the zeal of thoſe Idolaters 
Io in their falſe worſhip cut themſelves with 
ves, 1 King. 18. 28. Such was the zeal of tho: 
vs, who burnt their children in the fire unt 
och, Jer. 7.31. And with this violent and 
d zcal was St. Paul ated before his converliol, 
why himſelf conteſſeth, AG. 26. 11. Phil. 3.6. colt 
i: ed,) when he was fo enraged againſt the Chir | 
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of tans, that Fo ſpared no coft or pains, to app J 
their meetings and to root them out. This1 is) 
the zeal whereof my Text ſpeaks. 
(2.) There is a good zeal, which may be & 
deſcribed; It 3s a holy warmth and Seiler" of affi 
on, wrought in #4 by the ſpirit of God, where 
are inclined to promote God's glory, in a viga 
manner, according to his worA. 
The marks and properties of this zeal, amt 
other, are theſe. 
A4 * [t is always about a good thing, Gal. 4. 
| 1: * good to be zealouſly affeFed always in a 8 
| thzg. If the matter be evil, the more vigon 
| and Zarneſt any perſon is, the more ſinful. *H 
| zeal is always exerciſed about a good matter. 
| (2.) It 3s always accompanied with knowlea 
} Rom, 10.2. For [bear them record, that they hy 
) 


| axcal for God, but not according to Enowleds e. 
was the fault of the 1 ſraelites zeal : 1t waned kno 
ledge, zeal without knowledge is but a blind 

(3.) It maketh the greateſt account of the wejeht 
i} matter, This rule we have, Mat. 23. 23. wh 
Chriſt blames the Scribes and Phariſees, for ſhe 
ng great zeal about leſſer matters, but having! 
bf concern for thoſe that were weightier, ſ peaki 
& to them after this manner. Wo Fe you Scribe 2 
j Phariſees Hypocrites for. ye pay Tithe of mint 4 
s ariſe and cummin, and have omitted the weight 
0} matters of the law,  judement, mercy and faith; th 
ſe oeht ye to have tave and not to leave the other 
of dove. Firſt our zeal ſhould be carried forth” 
weighticr matters, than to thoſe of leſs momen 

From what hath been {ſpoken of Zeal in the 
\tcral, we may cafily apprehend what it 1s to | 
alow wafer ©... I is to have this true zeal, th 
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Ve hn deſcribing, But more - parti arh 
I phraſe may denote theſe two things. 
þ x.) A being zecalousfor God in his Service, And 
hb.) A being zealous for God againſt Sin. 
then arc we ”zealous for God in his Service, when 
tarcfully perform all religious duties, private by 
Fpublick. When we dare not omit them, di. þ 
fr _ attend them, and are devout in them ; ſer. 1 
[4 the Lord with fervency of ſpirit, as the expreſ 
þ 15, Ro. 12.17. * 
Fhen we are zealous for God againſt Sin, whenþ 
Ido not only miſlike it in our ſelves, and care-h 
| endeavour to abſtain from it ; but alſo when 
ILca7770t bear with it 1n others, as the phraſe1 1s, in: 
IÞ. 2. 3. 
j 4 : this latter is the zeal, of which my Tethy 
for which Phinehas is commended, and 
| <br} of God. He had a zeal for Gol « 
vs Sin. Which zeal for God includes inthe 
ſc three things. = 
[ x.) A tender reſpe# to God's glory. This is tithis: 
hund of all true zeal. *T'was this made Phinsllgt 
F {o zealous for his God, becauſe he had a tet:ſhr i 
f F regard to God's glory. This was the fault olþpin 
Ss zeal, and for which he is blamed :; becauſe f 
had not ſo pure an eye to God's glory, 7, 2s lim, 
gat to have. Come ſee my zeal (aid he) fÞ&in 
FL ord, 2 2 Kin. 10.16. Jehu was zcalous preteikſjer! 
Bly for God : but ſelf was at the bottom 3 ine 
for a Kingdom. True Godly zeal hath alway 
ſeye to God's glory ; this is a principal ingrediaal 
t in it. So in the above defcription of zeal; fey 
a hot y warmth, whereby we are inclined to pro Bn 
lc Go2Z's glory, &c. The Glory of God 1s i 
at cnd of our being. We are Commandedy | 


this in all that we do, I Cor. 0. 3I. It iS 
&- butt and ſcope of all regular and holy actions 2 
Ind therefore of neceſſity muſt be included inholy: 


(2.) A holy indignation againſt Sin: Sin does in 
&& dethrone God. The practical language of 
ke Sinner is; who is the Lord, that I ſhould obey 
im? It bids defiance to all God's Attributes. TE 
moſeth his Sovereignty, it ſlighteth his Omniz 
tence, it contemneth his Power, it deſpiſeth his 
oodneſs, it is a dire& oppoſition to. his Holineſs: 
za word, it ſtrikes at the very life and being of 
bod ; ſo horrid and abominable 1s the nature of 
in: And was it in the Sinner's power, as it 1s its 
is will, P/2l. 14. 1. there ſhould be no God ta 
wiſh him for his fin. Now this being the nas 
re and tendency of Sin; who, that hath any 
mcern for God's glory, who that hath any true 
al for God, can chuſe but have an abhorrence of 
? By Sin God's glory is eclipſed and ſullieds 
$ very being and government are oppoſed and 
lhted : thoſe perſons therefore, that are zealons 
ape muſt needs have a holy indignation az 
wnſt Sin. 

(3.) It imports a diligent. endeavour to ſuppre| 
nm. Activity and Zeal go always together, TE 
ive Chriſtian and the zealous Chriſtian are ne 
er ſeparated. Teal in Scripture is oppoſed to las 
neſs, indifferency, Iukewarmneſs, Rev. 3. 16, 20 
s of the nature of Zeal to be fervent, and. te 
Wke perſons vigorous and active, wherever it 1s 
kb, being zealous, was very active in his way 
d ſo was Phizehas, the Inſtance of my Text ; he 
rs very active in ſuppreſſing vice, and executing 

ment upon the Sinners. And where there 1 
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Etue zeal for God: againſt Sin, it will make perf 
þn their reſpective places, to appear againſt it, uM! 
Endeavour to ſuppreſs it. ith 
S This briefly for the firſt general ; what it sj00 
Þe zealons for God, and what it imports. I cone ſen 
#- Secondly, to prove, that it 3s a duty very jl ther 
We unto God. 
” That it is a dwty, is plain from Scripture, pe 
ept and Precedent : both lay an obligation ont And 
5 be zealous for God. - toll 
F (1.) Scriptere-Precept. Unleſs we break Golff0! 
bands aſunder, and caſt away his cords from! 
nd ſo a& like thoſe wicked ones, Pſal. 2. 2, 4 
gnuſt reſolve to comply with this duty, becauſelg® 
Frecept we are injoyned to be zealous for Gulf4 
Earns $7, The Scripture requires ns, to be uf! 
onfly affeFed in a good thine, Gal. 4. 18. Andwif® 
detter thing can a perſon be imployed in, than®® 
ndeavouring to ſuppreſs vice, whereby Golf" 
Jifhononred in the world 2 Without compliaf cl 
vith this duty we cannot anſwer one great end $002 
Chriſt's Redemption, who gave himfelf for ws, Mfe"” 
ve night redeem us from all miquity, and purifie 0j 
bimfelfz peculiar people, zealous of good works, 
Þ. 14. Itis one end of Chriſt's Redemption, tiff; * 
we might be zealous of good works : and amo 
pood works , this of Reformation, the reform 
bf Sinners 1s none of the leaſt. | 
{It is a foul blot in Laodrcea's charafter, thatif Ke 
had no heart to reſtrain evil-doers. *Tis mentiff® 
hed- to the praiſe of the Church of Epheſs, th; 
the corld not bear with them that were evil, Rev. 1% d 
But as for Laodicea, ſhe was lnakewarm, neitlf”! 
hot nor cold, very .indifferent as to this mattlf'* 
and therefore God threatens #o-ſpue her out 5 


wth, Rev. 3- 15, 16. and to: prevent this judg 
nt calls on her ro be zealows and repent, v. £91 
therefore God's call, his command and injundti> 
| have any weight with us, 1t 1s our duty ta 
zw our ſelves zealous againſt ſin. We are obliged 
ereto by Precept. I 
(2.) Scripture-Precedent does oblige to it. We 
e bid to follow the footſteps of the flock, Can. 1.8 
nd to be followers of the Saints, wherein they arg 
lowers of God, Ph1.3.17. Eph. 5.1. Now 'tis 
corded to the everlaſting praiſe and commenda= 
on of the Saints, many of them, how eminently 
alous they were in their days for God againſt 
ce, This was the commendation of Devil, Je 
Wuphat, Hezekiah, and Joſrah, Kings of Jadahy 
ut they ſet themſelves againſt vice, and zealoufly: 
comoted a Reformation. This was that, which 
vod Nehemiah took ſuch comfort in, when he had! 
ken reforming and cleanſing the people, and mas 
ſting his zeal againit the prophanation of the 
bath, ſaid he, Remember me, O my God, cons 
ng this alſo, aud ſpare me according to the great- 
jr of thy mercy, Neh. 13.15, 22. Elijah alſo plea» 
Kd his zeal before God, 1 Kiz. 19. 10, 14. 1 have: 
m very jealous (Or zealous) for the Lord God off 
We, for the children of Iſrael have forſaken thy Coz 
wit, &c. And to mention no more, 1t was this; 
at made Phizehas ſo famous to poſterity, and' 
ned him the Covenant of an everlaſting Prieſt- 
0d, becarſe he was zealous for his God; becauſe: 
E appeared boidly for God againſt fin, and exe» 
ted judgment on thoſe preſumptuous ſinners. 
$" and Cosbi, without having reſpect to their } 
Flity and greatneſs, notwithſtanding Zizrs was | 
$291 of a Prince, and Corb; was the Daughter: 


of a chief Houſe in Md:ar, Num. 25, 8, ty of 
& Thus if we look back to the Saints of old 
Find many inſtances recorded in Scripture, of y 
Sons zealous for God againſt vice. It 1s there 
our duty to be ſo too; that we may be like 
people of God, in old time. 
& That it 1s a duty very pleaſing unto God, nf 
gbe demonſtrated from divers particulars: bu 
Epreſent I ſhall keep to the inſtance of my Ta 
Fand thence make it appear to be an acceptable{ 
gry. That Phinehas his zeal was very pleafingy 
Eto God will evidently appear from the confiden 
gon of theſe two particulars, both mentioned mg 
ET Text and Context. One is, God's removing 
& Plague from the [/-aelites thereupon. Thea 
& is beſtowing an everlaſting Prieſthood on Phi 
 (1.,) God's removing the Plague from the Iratli 
Fupon Phinehas his performing this duty, 1sajk 
Findication how acceptgble his zeal was unto 
The Iſraelites having greatly corrupted themlap 
[by whoredom and idolatry, God ſent any 
{them a ſweeping Plague, which took away nd 
than twerty four thouſand, Num. 25. 9. 
| Times of general debauchery are uſually! 
[ forerunners of ſome ſore judgment, What 
| pretences men make to Loyalty, to the Temp © 
| the Lord, to the Church, and the like ; yet it" 
F are debaucht perſons, they are ſome of the I 
| on's worſt enemies. Theſe were the perfons* 
| brought wrath upon Iſ-ae!, and cauſed Golf * 
| ſend the Plague among them. Wb: 

Now when God's judgments are abroad I} 

earth, the Inhabitants thereof ſhould learn k 
' teouſneſs. It ſhould be ſo: but what ſhall wu 
Lhe wicked will do wickedly ſtill. Mera 
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"Judgments, they are all one to them ; they w 
he reclaimed. Thus 'tis in our days, and 4 
twas in the daysof old. An inſtance wherec 
have in Zzimri and Cosbi, who notwithſtande 
that dreadful judgment God ſent on the pee 
for their great wickedneſs, went on ſtill boldb 
the ſame debaucht praftices, not being afraid 
commit lewdneſs in the face of the Sun. ButE 
- nehas on the other hand was no leſs bold in Gt 
cauſe, in executing judgment : for in a holy z 
he went fortkwith to them, and thruſt themb 
through. Which action of his was ſo pleafin 

| toGod, that hereupon he ſtayed the Plague, 4 
| And he went to the man of Iſrael into the tent, 
| thruſt them both through, the man of Iſrael and" 
| woman through her belly, and the plague was ſtay 
| And ifany ſhould doubr, whether 'twas on the 
count of Phizehas his zeal, that the Plague 
| ſtayed, tis farther added, v.10, 11. Ard the L 
| ſpake unto Moſes, ſaying, Phinehas, the Son of 1 
þ azar, the Son of Aaron the Prieſt, hath turned a 
i *y wrath from the Children of Iſrael (whilſt he 
zealous for my ſake among them) that I conſumed 
| the Children of Iſrael inmy jealouſre. | 
4 (2.) God's beſtowing an everlaſting Prieſthood 
| Phirehas, as a reward of his zeal, is another ma 
ſt indication of his being greatly well pleal 
I vith it. This evidence we have in the words 
| ny Texts Behold 1 give unto him my covenan 
olÞ peace, &c. CBehold,.) God calls upon others! 
take notice of it, for their incouragement. | 

14 God will reward others, as well as Phinehas, 
1 they ſhew themſelves zealous in his Cauſe. {| 
ve unto him my Covenant of Peace, i. e. the 
aWcnant of Prieſthood, as it 15 expreiled, w. 12.6 


Fhere the Covenant of Peace; partly with ww 
Kt to the happy effect of this heroical action of | 
$ whereby he made peace between God and the 
ple ; but chiefly in regard to the principal end 
uſe of the Prieſtly Office, which was to medi. |. 
Sbetween God and Men, and to make atonement | 
offering up Sacrifice, Incenſe and Prayer, 
bd he ſhall have it.) His zeal was ſo plcafing to | + 
gmighty God, that he doubles the promile, to | . 
| = . ; | 
Fe him the greater aſſurance of it. (4rd bi] ; 
W after hin.) The promiſed blefling, the reward | , 
# bis zeal, extends likewiſe unto his poſterity. .; 
F God ſometimes viſiteth the ſins of Parents up-J | 
# their Children; ſo he ofttimes bleſleth the] , 
8d of the righteous for the Parents ſake. Phi | 
Was his zeal brought a blefſing on his Children | j| 
Wer the Covenant of an Everlaſting Prieſthood,)| + 
Me word Everlaſting, in the Old Teſtament dox 
zally ſignify, *#:Y Chriſt's coming. And (o tit} þ 
port of the premiſe 1s this ; that if Phinehul 4 
poſterity did not forfeit it by ſome remarkabk} 
, they ſhould have the Prieſthood continued} 
em as long as the Law and Commonwealth aff zz 
E Jews laſted , z. e. till the coming of the Miff 
, at which time the Aaronical Prieſthood wal 'F, 
| give place to that of Chriſt, Heb. 7. 11. (Bt if 
o rife he was zealons for his God.) Here's the reaſol 4} 
F all rendred, why God ſhewed ſuch favourt G, 
Pinehar, becauſe he appeared boldly for Galf », 
ainſt ſin. So that 'tis evident from that rewatdf-9g 
Ihich was annexed to Phizehas his zeal, that COlf the 
as highly well pleaſed with it. | 
W And hence we may gather, that to be zealousIv} 6 
Hod at any time, is alſo a duty well-pleafing totl-ſor 
Wmighty ; becaulc the reaſon of the duty 15 Wh 
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"Hme:Ttill, the ſame now as it was then : Ez! 
wilibus idem eſt judicium, of like things we' 
paſs alike judgment. TI come, 

Thirdly, to ſhew, Who be the perſons that 
| Exerciſe this zeal. 5? 1 
Whether Phinehas in-that action of execu 
judgment may be conſidered as a Magiſtrate, 
ſome think ) or as a Prieſt, or Private perſoz 
matters not ; for it is the duty of all perſons 
their reſpeftive places, whether -Magiltrates, 
niſters, or private Chriſtians; to ſhew themſe 
zealous for God againſt fin. | 
. (1.) Magiſtrates ought to'be zealous for Goe 
to'this particular. Theſe have not only thee 
mon obligations of all Chriſtians, but ſome pe 
liar bonds arid ties, whereby they are oblige 
this duty-above others. _ x -. 
' It isone great end of the Magiſtrate's Office, 
be a terrour to evil-doers, and to execute wrath 
them that do evil ; and this by the appointm 
and conſtitution of God ; Ro. 13. 3, 4. For It 
are not a terrour to good works, but to the evil ; | 
thou then not be afraid of the power ® Do 1 
which is good, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſq 
For he is the Miniſter of God to thee for good, 1 
if thou do that which 3s evil, be afraid; for he be 
th not the ſword in vain; for he is the Miniſte 
God, a Reveneer, to execute wrath on him that d 
wil, Magiſtrates are God's Miniſters ; of his 
Pointment, And they bear not the Sword in vez 
the meaning is, they ſhould not do it. 'Tis ce 
on in Scripture, to ſpeak of things as alre: 
Une, that ought to b&done. Becaule every | 
Lon in the judgment of charity, unleſs ſom2w 
ppears to the contrary, is ſuppoſed. to act ace 


& to his doty. Butif Magiſtrates 

Fs, and ſuffer vice to go unpuniſhed, they 
&reat meaſure bear the Sword in vain, and þ 
Fnot anſwer the end of their Office, the grex 


: 


© to puniſh evil-doers. 
Beſides, Magiſtrates are under the peculiar ty: 
Þ ſacred Oath, whereby they oblige themſclye 
be faithfull to that truſt committed to thei 
| rge 3 and x all articles of the King's Commilſun 
B-Lem direFed, to do legal right to the poor and 
rich, after their cunning wit and power, accord 
$t0 the known Laws and Statutes of the Realn, 
&d conſequently by oath they are obliged tops 
offenders, without reſpe& of perſons; and 
Yput the Laws in execution againſt vice, when 
> informations are brought to them. If the 
of performing their duty in this reſpect, the) 
in danger of incurring the guilt of perjury. 
urthermore, Magiſtrates are the Kepreſentation 
God. And accordingly in Scripture they art 
pnified with his Name, Pſal. 82. 6. I have ſaid yt 
Gods, and all of you the children of the moſt high 
d therefore conſidering whoſe Repreſentative 
{ Vicegerents they are, they ſhould ſhew a zel 
inſt vice, becaufe nothing is fo abominable to 
E holy God as fin is. The Scripture tells 
3s of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, Hab. 1.14 
Dt that God does not ſee and behold all tht 
ckedneſs done under the Sun, even that coſy 
tted in ſecret -places; for he is Omniſctent; 
It the meaning is, he cannot behold fin ſoast0 
Woprove it. And therefore thoſe Magiſtrates that 


gn whereof is, to reſtrain vice and diforde, | 


Wuritenance vice, they are not like God, nd| 
thſtanding by Office they bear his Image, 
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| faſt of all, though Magiſtrates are little G 
bpon earth, with reſped to the people ; yet in! 
zitd of the great God , who is higher that, 
higheſt, they are but Stewards, and ruſt be3 
' (ountable far. their Stewardſhip. However dig 
fed among Men, yet they ate Servarits ofthe m 
high ; Ne have a great truſt, as well as hono! 
ble, conimitted to their charge ; and God will 
day call them to account concerning this truſt co 
mitted to them. He will hereafter call on the 
in ſuch language as that, Lake 16. 2. Come, give 
account of thy Stewardſhip, for thou maiſt be #0 
gr Steward. The time of their Stewardſhip w 
come to an end, and they muſt be accountable f 
what they have done. And therefore if Mag 
ſtrates, Galzo-like, are very indifferent 1n Go 
euſe, have rio heart to puniſh vice, but in th 
reſpet bear the Sword in vain; they will be al 
to give but a ſorty account unto their great Mat 
at the general appearing on the great day. 
which day, there will be no refpe& of pe 
ſons with God. High and low, rich and po 
muſt all appear at his bar, and paſs under an ut 
partial tryal. And therefore we find, that Kir 
and great mien are brought in trembling, Rev. 
15, t6, Becauſe with God there is no difference! 
- or ſmall, no reſpe& had to any man's perfor 
ut all ſhall receive according to their works. 
Whether then we conſider the great end of tl 
| Magiſtrate's Office, to execute wrath on him th 
doth evil ; that ſolemn Oath they are laid unde 
todo right and jaſtice according to the Laws a 
Matutes of the Kingdom ; the nature of their O 
ice, as they are God's Repreſentatives; or th 
Woh truſt. committed to their charge, for whit 
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Feafter they muſt be accountable:. in. all thF 
Feds it is ſufficiently evident, that Magiſtrats 
eminently concern'd in this duty, to appear fi 
d againſt. Sin. | 
2.) Miniſters are concernd in thisduty. It wy] 
> commendation of the Azegel and Miniſicr of the | | 
Burch of Epheſus, that he could not bear with then | * 
| hi evil, Rev. 2.3. It 1s recorded to the ever-| 
ing praiſe of Phinehas in my Text, that he wy} * 
dows for his God. For Miniſters to ſhew an in-|"! 
Werent ſpirit in God's cauſe; and to ſtand new]! 
Fs, to ſtand by as unconcerned ſpectators, when] fl 
hers are buſy in reforming-work, and do call a 0 
2m to lend their aſſiſtance ; it argues a Laodicea|P! 
Writ, and God threatens fo ſpnue (auch Miniſtes|f! 
i of his mouth, Rev. 3. 16. | 
JOf all other perſons, none ſhould be more for a 
rd than Miniſters in diſcountenancing vice, and T 
pearing for God againſt fin. Theſe, as well g|* 
aviſtrates, have ſpecial and peculiar ties andob: 
ations. 
They a are God's mouth ynto the people. So thejf 
> called, Jer. 15. 19. Therefore thus ſaith the Lk | 
-f thou tale forth the precious from the wile, thu 
It be as my month. God every where |} neaks bf x} 
inſt fin and ſinners ; and Miniſters, who are th, 
puth of God, ſhould ſpeak as he doth. TheF” i 
buld in their preaching, as well as in the exe" 
& of Church-diſcipline, make a ſeparation b*þ* 
een the precious and the vile, the good and bai ly 
ey ſhould inſtruct, rebuke, exhort with all af I 
jority. Of all others, Miniſters ſhould leaſt 
I bear with thoſe that do evil. 
MW Again, Miniſters in Scripture are called AmbdſeP 
Fs, 2 z Cor. 5- 20. Now £ tes 3 we are re Anvbe(ecnl 
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Chriſt, as thongh God did beſeech you by us. Anne 
fadors are a ſort of Repreſentatives ; they rep 
ſent the perſons of thoſe Princes that ſend the 
And thus it is with Miniſters; they ſuſtain 
perſon of God and Chriſt; they reprefent Go 
and ſupply the place of Chriſt upon earth. A 
therefore Miniſters eſpecially ſhould ſhew a ze 
2wainſt ſin : for if they be cold and indifferent 
the matter, they will give occaſion to, others 
think, that their Lord-and Maſter 1s juſt ſuch ani 
ther as they are, one that makes no great accou! 
of ſin; and ſo they will bring diſhonour and r« 
proach unto God and Chriſt, whoſe Repreſen 
tives they are. 
| Once more, It is the M:nifters work to prez 
Tdown fn. Their very Office does oblige themto tx 
{The main deſign of their Office is to reform fir 
þ!ers, and to turn them from the evil anderrourg 
.[fteir ways; 7 oper mens eyes, and. to turn thel 
om darkneſs unto light, and from the power of 94 
je unto God, Acts 26. 18. And therefore for M 
/Iiſters to ſhew a backwardneſs to diſcountenane 
\[n, they contradiCt the very end of their Offici 


4d are not worthy of the name of Miniſters. * 
el (3.) It is the duty of all in general, of Privat 
aferiſftians, as well as Magiſtrates and Miniſters, tC 
pew themſelves zealous for God againſt fm. T1 
pe duty of all that profeſs Chriſt ro ſhew them 
apes zealors of good works. This is on? end fot 
Þlich we were redeemed, T7. 2. 14. And tis 
off99d work to reſtrain ſin in others, to give check 
Þ vice, according to our place, as we have ops 
ſe Itunity, | 
$2. ſelf-intereſt do 
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es oblige to it, not only 
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| So. ""F 
Mtrouled- in others, There 1s a pertinent plac 
Whis purpoſe, Lev. 19. 17. Thou ſhalt nat hateth 
pther in thy heart, thou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke th 
abbour, and not ſuffer ſin upon hinz. This laſt clauſe 
Wgvariouſly tranſlated, as you may ſee particular 
WJthe margin of the Bible, where you find itthys 
Wat thou bear not fu for him. And to this tranll 
| bn I find Expoſitors of great note incline. And 
$ the meaning of the words: is this, thor ſoalt 
| ry wiſe rebuke thy neighbour, (tell him of his fault 
& {hew thy diſlike of it) and ſhalt z0t bear ſin fo 
W-7:, or for his ſake : z. e. thou ſhalt not make th 
If guilty of his ſin, as thou wilt aſſuredly do, i 
Wou doſt not perform thy duty in rebuking hi 
| pr his fin. And fo this clauſe is a weighty reaſo 
p enforce this precept of rebuking our Brothe 
What ſo we may not ſhare in his guilt, 
. Furthermore , 1f we confider that relation ti 
rivate Chriſtians bear unto God, this likewl 
loes oblige them to appear againſt ſin. They (fa 
elated to God as Childrez, therefore they ſhow 
eſent the diſhonour and injury that is offered! 
Sod their heavenly Father. An ingenious Cl 
Eannot but reſent his Father's wrong. Touch i 
Father in hisnameor perſon, and at the ſametilf 
tou reflett injury upon the Son. Why, Gol 
tour Father ; we call him fo in our daily Pray 
as Chriſt hath taught us, Max. 6. 9. And Gol 
diſhonoured by mens ſins, their horrid oaths, tif | 
open prophaneſs , immorality ard lewdnebs. | 
| therefore we have the diſpoſition of Children, 
W cannot but appear 1n the ſtation Go] has ſet us! 
[8 the vindication of God's honour, by endeavd 
WM ing what we can to ſuppreſs ſin. l 
Wdaace more. private Chriſtians do ſtand rl 
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T to God as Servants. They are not their own} 
are bought with a price, 1 Cor. 6. 20. therefore 
ſhould mind the intereſt of their Maſter. The p 
perty of Servants (ſaith Ariſtotle) 1s not tof 
thetr own will and pleaſure, they have give 
themſelves unto another. Servants are not ſa 
'] rj, at their own diſpoſe; they are ſubjeft to a 
| ther, by whoſe command, and for whoſe pn 
they ought to at. Thoſe therefore that prof 
they are the Servants of Chriſt, as do all tha 
called by the Chriſtian name, they are, or ol 
tobe devoted to his will; and ſhould endeavoy 
4 promote their Maſters intereſt, whoſe Serug 
they are ; conſequently they ſhould appear agat 
fin, and do what they can to ſtop the curn 
fiream of iniquity ; for nothing is ſo oppoſitd 
Chriſt's intereſt as fin is. | 
Thus whether we conſider the command of 
who requires us in the general to be zealouſly} 
kited ; or our own 7ztereſ?, which obligeth us| 
| give check to our Brother's wickedneſs, that 
partake not of his guilt ; or our relation to G 
; conſidered as Childrez, whereby we are obliged 
| ſtand up for God's honour ; or ourrelationto If 
-þ conſidered as Servants, whoſe intereſt we ou 
| toſtudy and promote : in all theſe reſpe&s, and yþ 
4 2y more that might be named, it is the duty} 
private Chriſtians, ts ſtand up for God againſt ji 
i + And let this ſuffice for the DoGrinal parth 
| brief Application ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe. 


APPLICATION. 


; © The only improvement I ſhall make of it, 


'l beto preſs you to this duty ; toexhort you all 


your reſpetive places, to be zealoys for God agah 
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Ind 1 I ys not og wen, to wat 909. you Fork toe P 
$ this zeal, than in promoting the Reformation 
anners, which is begun in ſome places of thi 
&dom, and is recommended to all in generalby 
ons of the higheſt rank among us, not-only 
King's Proclamation, but divers —of the Nobilt; 
nd Reverend Clergy , Lords Temporal and 
Fds Spiritual, who have publickly ſubſcribed 
Wr approbation. 
zod (my Beloved, has done great things fo 
FNation. He has delivered us from our r fea. 
Wopcry, and arbitrary Government ; and hath 
2 moſt Chriſtian Prince upon the Throne, who 
Wer God has been our Deliverer. When Our 
Whren, the Proteſtants in Neighbour Countries 
Wn under ſcvere perſecution, and are forced to 
W the bread of their Souls with the peril cf their 
$2 we have it to the fall. Our Sanctuary doors 
wide open ; we have none ta diſturb, or make 
fraid. Ina word, we have a confluence of all 
s of blefiings:; fo that no Nation under Hes 
can ſcarce boaſt of greater privileges. 
ow what does God expect from 1 us, but that]: 
ſhould be a holy People, a Reformed People 
orality and Prophaneſs have had a long reign-"g 
time, and have too much gone unpuniſhed 
he hath been, when he that was vertuous, when I 
What was truly and conſcientionlly pious made 
elf a prey. But (blefled be God) the ſealeis 
ted, the ſcene is altered. The Law now begins|1 
un in a rtght channel. Liberty is granted unto} 
W-r Conſciences. Prophaneſs and Impicty mect 
| publick check. Perſons that are pious map ' 
Is holy as they will: and they have now allo | 
I IÞr LIRA to give check to others in their fi0-Þ 
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"Bow wy eaſy i is it, were 'perlthiÞ but diligent,” 
"hive {wearing and ſabbath-breaking, whorede 
and drunkenneſs out of our Lands. at leaſt 1 into, 
ct and obſcure places? Did all ranks and degri 
of men lend a hand to it, nothing more eaſy. 
Miniſters would but incourage this WOrk; andY 
only reprove ſinners in the Pulpit, but exhort'V 
ſtrates and private Chriſtians to their we 
mivate Chriſtians would rebuke their Neigh 
they ought todo; and in caſe.of obſtinacy gb 
| information unto the Magiſtrate : And 1f Mz; 
frates would but perform. their. duty, in putti 
the Laws in execution againſt vice : This wou 
lirke terrour on our Debauchees, and make wie 
| edneſs to flee before them. Sinners then wou 
| heafraid of the Magiſtrate's ſword; thongh th 
donot fear the Almighty's terrours, " and the j jud 
| ment to come. In brief, it would not be eaſy 
| fnd in ſhort time an open debauch'd or propha 
| perſon. 
| That I may excite all ſorts to their duty, I ſh 
pply my ſelf diſtinaly to Magiſtrates, Miniſt 
[and private Chriſtians. 
Firſt, I begin with the Civ! Magiſtrate. Suff 
(Right Worſhipful) this word of Exhortatio 
hew $ your ſelves zealous in your publick ſtations. 
God againſt ſin. 

Though you are our Rulers, yet we by Off ; 
| ate your "Monitors : we are tO inſtru& and adn 
$[ ah you in the Lord : therefore give me leave 
| pit you in remembrance. 
j 
| 


| God hath raiſed you toa high poſt, he hath 
[Jon above the reſt of Mankind ; you are intruft 
|vith great power ; you have authority from hi 
0 poxccute wrath on them that do evil, as wel 


reward and inceurage the vertuous. Shew thaF 
ur zeal, in a diligent and faithful diſcharge y t 
Wat 7r»/?, that power and authority that is commit 
Wa to YOu. "71 
= Magiſtrates, ſaith the Apoſtle, are God's Mii. | 
| 
| 
| 


Er for good, Rom. 13. 4. They are ſet up byhin 
Wr-the publick good ; the good of Church ar 
mate. | 
BAWVith reference to the Szate, they are to pro 
de good Laws, (thoſe of them that are intrulk 
With the Legiſlative power) for the preſervatin| 
F the publick peace. They are to put (as ther] 
occaſion) thoſe good Laws in execution, with 
Wit having reſpeCtof perſons. It is their place to 
War Cauſes; to determine matters ; to, diſtribut 
ice, rewardsand puniſhments, as men deſerve; 
1 to take care of the publick weal. 

This office of Magiſtracy is ſo uſeful and neceſs 
,, that a Nation or State cannotlong ſubſiſt with 
tit. Were it not for Government, men woult 
Wolves to each other. They would bite an 
bil and devour one another. The ſtrongeſt Arn, 
a longeſt Sword would carry all before it. We 
1d not fit ſecure in our dwellings, nor be abl 
[call what we have our own. As 1n the inſtany 
{Mzcab, and the ſojourning Levite, of whom 
Rd in the Book of Judges, (Ch. 18, 19.) whid 
Soical Stories are both uſhered in with this Pre 
re, as the occafion of all, I: thoſe days there ms 
King in Iſrael. The Magiſtrates office is ſoult| 
to the State, for the preſervation of peace an 
der, mens lives and properties ; that 'tis bette 
far to have a bad Magiſtrate, than none at all, 

MEMagiſtrates alſo are ſet up by God for the goo! 
Wil the Church. Hence they are called nurſrng It 


"Yers, Tſa. 49. 23. 4nd Kings ſhall be thy aurſing 4 
tlers, and their Queens thy nurſing Mothers, TÞ 
promiſe was made to the Church of the Gent 
| 2nd ſo belongs unto Goſpel-times. Though th 
'| he not Fathers, to beget Souls to Chrift, whic 
d] the Miniſter's work ; yet they are to be »urſirg | 
( thers, to defend and protec thoſe that are beg 
ten by the miniſtry of the Word: The Magilſtra 
-| office, and the Miniſter's office are two dilſti 
al things ; each afteth in a different ſphere. As] 
M niſters muſt. not meddle with the Magiſtrz 
Sword, conſidered as Miniſters: ſo neither 1 
Magiſtrates invade the Prieſt's oftice ; they ou 
not to meddle with publick preaching, adminif 
tion of Sacraments, Church-cenſures, and the' 
King Uzz7ah ſtands on record, for caution tq 
Magiſtrates in ſuch caſcs, 2 Chroz. 26. 18, 19, 
| Touching the Extent of the Magiſtrate's pc 
| in matters of Religion, I will not enter on a l: 
| diſpute now, Thus much I take to be gene 
| eranted, that Magiſtrates are Cuſtodes utrinſqu 
| bylz, Guardians of the firſt as well as ſecond Te 
| Tho' Magiſtrates may not force perſons to 
or that Communion , perhaps that which; 
themſelves like beſt ; or impoſe upon their 
ſciences in ſinful or doubtful matters, the Co 
ence in ſuch caſes being ſubje&to God only 
they may hinder the publick exerciſe of an Ic 
trous worſhip, and oblige perſons to keep the 
bath, and to worſhip God in ſome way or 0 
It ſtands upon record to Joſfab's praiſe, that 

down the Idolatrozs Prieſts, and the worſh 
Baal, 2 Kin. 23. 4, 5, The like is mention 
good Hezekiah, 2 Chron. 31. 1. Nehemiah ii 
L Ons it as a good deed, and for which he w 
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Wons from polluting the Sabbath, Neh. I3.15,16, 
WW it 15. recorded.to A/a's commendation, that 
pbliged his Subje&s on ſevere penalties, to 
# the worſhip of the true God, ſuch as they coul{ 
except againſt, 2 Chror. 15. 13. 

W 2 word, itis the Magiſtrate's place to puniþ 


-doers, whether they openly violate the. pre. 
's of the firſt,” or of the ſecond Table; for this 


h on them that do evil, Ro. I2. 4. By Emll: 
Fs I do not.conceive that fuch are meant, who 
Wot conform in every punctilio, to the Magi: 
7s mind in matters of Religion. I know that 
& have been dealt with in time paſt as evil- 

fs, under pretence of breaking the Lav, (the 
F of Man.) when 1t has been only to keep 
fl. Conſcience toward God. The Magiltrate's 
tcr does not extend ſc far as this; to puniſh 
for different apprehenfions in matters of Re- 
n, whilſt they agree in the Effentials of it. 
n all Faces are alike, then ſhall we be all of 
mind, as to lefſer matters. And as 'tis unret- 
ble for the Magiſtrate to puniſh any perſon, 

aſe he 1s not of his ſize in body; fo it 1s alſo 
Wreaſonable to puniſh him merely for different 
Ehenſions, in ſome difputable points, which 
Innot help. Neither has ſuch a courſe any 
Wide in it to make perſons think otherwiſe. 
ay indeed force outward compliance , and 
| men hypocrites; but what aptitude has it, 

Ie or any on: to take a ſtick and beat another, 

| 6 to make him of our mind ? . This is no fi 
\W s to enlighten the mind; and 1i a man ats | 
& his perfiraſion, againſt is mind, he mulls 


3 Med whilſt the world ſtands, that he reſtrain [ 


Wic great end of their office, namely, fo exert 
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"needs ſin : for whatſoever is not of faith 3s fin, Re 
14. 23. Whilſt therefore. perſons do agree in f 
damentals, there ought to be liberty and tolerati 
E Though I do not plead fora boundleſs libeg 
for Atheiſts, Deiſts, Socinians, Idolaters, and ſy 
like ; who ſubvert the Goſpel, and bring in da 
nable errours; yet this to me is paſt diſpute, t 
thoſe, who maintain the Eflentials of Religic 
ought to have a liberty granted to them; as (bh 
ſed be God) it is at this day. 2 
© Magiſtrates then are not now called to execy 
wrath on thoſe perſons who differ from them 
ſome diſputable points, wherein wife and go 
men cannot yet be agreed ; but on Atheiſts, Ido 
ters, prophane Swearers and Sabbath-breake 
and ſich like. In old time,. the 1dolater (and 
the Atheiſt | was to be ſtoned, Det. 17. 2, 5..T 
Blaſphemrer was put to death, Lev. 24. ult. So w 
the Adulterer, Lev. 20. 10. The Fornicator alfo li 
his puniſhment, Dex#. 22. 29. . And ſo had £ 
Drunbard, Dent. 21. 20. Not to ſpeak of the p 
Jalties for Theft and Murder. oe ; 
_ All theſe vices do fall under the Magiſtrate'sce 
mance, The law of God is expretly againſt the 
and ſo are the laws of our land too. We ha 
xcellent laws, not only againſt theftand murd 
but fabbath-breaking, prophane ſwearing, dru 
kenneſs and whoredom : though it were to- 

Wiſhed, that a more ſevere penalty, than is no 
n force, was annext to the laſt of thoſe menti 
ted crimes. + 
In the mean time, it is the Magiſtrate's duty | 
put 1n execution thoſe good Laws that we hay 
gunſt thoſe immoral and prophane Sinners ; a 
know not wherein they can better ſhew 
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WE! for God. A Gabos ſpirit, in this Cauſetf 
Wegd, wherein his honour 15 ſo nearly concerned 

very unbecoming a good Magiſtrate. What yil 
ienific to have good Laws, if ſo be there is ng 
xcution of them> Did Magiſtrates according 
Wthat truſt and powet cotnmitted to them, exe: 
We wrath on evil-doers: this would be to thei 
Wnmendations hereby they would fill up that 
Wre of their office which obligeth them to it, and 
Wuld diſcover to all the world, if they proceed 
Weth life and vigour, that they are zcalows fr 
ir Cod. TE | _ 
I would humbly propoſe it to their conſiderati 
, whether they are as zealous in puniſhing pro. 
ane debaucht ſinners, who break both the Laws 
God and Man ; as formerly they were in pu-| 
ſhing Difſenters ? In this laſt caſe, the matters] 
putable, whether ſuch perſons ought to beps 
ed? It is a queſtion, whether the ſupreme Mz 
rate has power to impoſe on any man's Conſt: 
e, in diſputable matters, when perſons cannot 
> the lawfulneſs of them? And 'ris a queſtion 
iether of no, inferiour Magiſtrates ought toe 
ite ſuch Laws, notwithſtanding their Oaths! 
dr if it be ſinful, Oaths muſt not be bonds d | 
iquity. Whereas the caſe before us is plat 
here is no diſpute, whether profligate finnefs, 
ho break God's law and Man's too, ought tolf 
pniſhed? And therefore I woufd humbly recon 
end this to the Magiftrate's zeal ;, that he would 
dw be as zealous in puniſhing theſe, as in um. 
Wt be was the former ; and not brow-beat thol, 
V ho endeavout to bring them to condigrt punil | 

Went. IN 
Bleſſed art thon O Land, when thy King #þ 
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Ties of Nobles, and thy Princes eat in due ſeaſon, | 
frength and not for drunkenneſs, Eccl. 10.17. Whe 
[thy Magiſtrates are juſt and ſober; do rule; 
| God's fear, and diſcharge their duty, inexecutir 
wrath on evil doers, and in protecting them th 
|towell! 
.| Secondly, I addreſs my ſelf to my Reverend 
| thers and Brethren in the Miniſtry, Conformiſts « 
{| Nonconformiſts, for in this point, (the ſuppre 
4|ſng of vice) we are all agreed. Suffer ( Rigk 
| Reverend) this word of Admonition 5 Shew y4 
|ſelves Zealows for God againſt fin, in promoting an 
«| excouragirrg the work of Reformation. þ 
| Be not offended, whilſt I take upon me to | 
xx| jour Monitor; or rather Remembrancer. Tt 
| God s cauſe that I am engaged in; andI know the 
Jon, who areon God's fide, will bear with me. 
” If ſuch as we, whoſe work it 1s to reform Sit 
4,þMrs, ſhould not afſift, when calted on, to prc 
(mote a National Reformation , we were e'ne 2 
{190d lay down our Office, We ſhall by our prac 
on declare to the world, that whatever outcric 
21.1% make againſt ſin when in the Pulpit, yet 
1g} fe not willing to have ſinners reformed. 
of, Give me leave (my Brethren) to expoſtulate 
tle, What is it that ſhould make us thus back 
ex $7ard? Are not the vices we are called on to len 
ar aſtiſtance for the ſuppreſiing of, condemne 
on{ueall > Who can deny, but that Gearing, ſab 
ul ath-breaking, drunkenneſs and whoredom a 
rinſying iniquiries, that deſerve puniſhment? Ye 
nof[001s there, of thoſe that are ſo forward to pro 
{pFcute their neighbours, for every neglett in poin 
fa Ceremony, where the law will allow, tha 
, tſp<65 any notice of thee profiigate Sinners 2 8 


| 1 ſp lt not at random, but from experionc | 
| A oy the grief of my ſoul to ſec how difhet 
| Is to engage ſome Miniſters, to put to their 
5 hand, 1n promoting this work of Reform 
"hg I do not ſay, that all are ſo: God forhil 
ſhould then fear it an awful prelude of ſome 
adgment. 
* To ſee perſons all life in a Ceremony ; but i 
3od' S cauſe to have no heart, in ſome of the ih 
Fntial points of Religiori to be as dead asa ſtor 
hat 1s it but the height of hypocrifie > Our 
Hour himfelf has decided this caſe. He hath tdl 
s, there are weightier matters, and leſjer matte 
ad he bath branded thoſe for hypocrites, af 
jas.denounced a woe againſt them, who keep] 
other about ſmaller matters, ſuch as Ceremoniq 
}f Man's making, mint, anice, curmin ; but 
ect the weightier matters of the Law; ſol? 
pg pteonſmeſs, peer, charity ; faith, judgment, mai 
ron know where it 1s written, Max. 23. 23. 
| When we ſee ſome perſons thus zealous ab 
efſer matters, Jehu-like, driving on with a furi | 
eal; and at the ſame time to have no regard | 
Bod's honour : - to becarzleſs and indiffe -rent, will 
ther God's Jaw, and the great things of it, be d 
Werved yea or no; it is a temptation tO man | 
'h 2lieve, that there i 13 more than a Ceremony, ti; 
6 the difference between the Church and the Ml 
MES and that a ſeparation is in ſome fort necell, 
*t to keep up the power of Religion. x 
T I could heartily wiſh, that we could unite 1 
Wne common bottom ; and walk together whe 
M we arcagreed, and particularly in ſuppre efſing iſ 
$0. prophaneſs! now we have an opportunity 
, the ſypream Magi'trate S COUNtENance and oh. 


Ft was the obſervation of onr Bleffed Lord, t 
the children of this world are wiſer in their gener 
on, than the children of light, Luke 16.8. O, 
it not, ( my Reverend and dear Brethren ) h 
true of Miniſters. Shall the men of the world; 
different Intereſts, unite their forces, to prom 
one common and general defign 2 Yea, let mea 
ſhall the Devils themſelves, as I have ſhewn e 
where, (ſee my late Treatiſe, Man's Smfulneſs 
Miſery by Nature, p. 145.) unite and agree, to cal 
| on.one common Intereſt,againſt Chriſt and hisKn 
| dom? And ſhall not Chriſtians, ſhall not Miniſte 
uite.in oppoſing the Intereſt of Satan, by ende 
vouring the ſappreſiton of vice and prophanel: 
Tell it not in Gath, publiſh it not in Asfelon let nn 
| the Papiſts hear of it, leſt theſe uncircumciſed Ph 
.\ liſtins rejoyce , who know that when we a 
4 tiroughly debaucht, we are then fit for any Rel 

g10n, and ſo may give them new hopes. A 
| Inthe Name therefore of our great Maſter, | 
\d Blay by our lefler heats, and ſhew our ſelves ze 
in 9% for our God, by promoting in our places, thi 
| {National Reformation, that is begun in ſome part 
Iwould hope (my Brethren) you need not mc 


J tives or a ſpur 3 though I take this liberty to pt 
i Mun remembrance... ..- _. 7. 
it. Thirdly, a word briefly to Private Chriſtzan 
\l nd ſo I have done. 1s it « duty very pleaſing unt 
od, to ſhew our ſelves zealous for him? Then pn 
[tis duty into practice. It belongs to you as wel 
others. Shew your ſelves zealous for God a 
inſt Sin, by , promoting in - your places the ſC 
«xt talkt of Reformation of Manners. More par: 
i Pularly, ] 
ok C (1) & 


Co 
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(7. Reform your ſelves. Begin: at home. oO 
WI never be able to proceed with courage ins. 
ming of others, whilſt guilt lies at your om 
or. It will be objected, firſt mend your ſelvg; 
al your ſelf. The Snuffers of the SanCtuary wer 
tbe of pure gold, Exod. 25.38. A Ceremony 
Ws one has lately noted ) ſignificative- of this, 
Wong other truths ; that they uſt be holy, a 
blameable themſelves, who take upon then to reprms 
rd reform others. 1 
(2.) As there is occaſion, Rebuke your neighbon 
ow plain 1s this duty, though little pradtifed}Þ 
ev. 19. 17. T hou ſhalt in any wiſe rebuke thy Bye 
er, and not ſuffer ſin upon hizz. There is indedll; 
me prudence required in giving rebukes ſoms|| 
mes. It may be done verbally, or by withdrawſ] 
's our preſence, or ſome teſtimony of dillike, aft 
radence ſhall direct, according to the circumſtante 
f time, place and perſon. j 
-(3.) Laſtly, if after rebuke he continues oblfh 
ate, and other ways will not reclaim him, - 
rformation againſt hint to the Magiſtrate, that jo 
pay be brought to condign puniſhment. What fc 
Hagiſtrates, or Laws do, though never ſo good 
none will take it on them, to give intorllipe 
lon ? | Pk 
 Iknow, the Name of an [-former is become of 
pus ; becauſe the thing has been abuſed ; will 
& cither good or evil, according to the matteraut 
fuſe of it, To informagainſt the godly, for Mp 
ter of duty, to expoſe them to' the rage of Pep, 
tutors, that is wicked. But to inform againſttÞoy 
icked, vpon the account of their fin, whe!Þu 
EEGod is diſhonoured, to bring them to conan 
$1 ni{nme%y 


ment; "that f is ; acelly , and a Scripture-du 
474 5.1. Dent. 17. 4, 5- 

\Perhaps you meet with ſome trouble and repro 
by + giving Informations, and by — 
ern others. Well, be it ſo: Is it not our 
to deny our ſelves 1n ſome caſes? Can we be Ch ' 
ſtians without ſelf-denial? Pray ſee Mat. 24. 16s 

Who knows, but you by your zeal, may þ 
of God's judgments from the land ? Did not P] 
[bas turn away God's wrath from the Child 
of rac! £ Is it not recorded for the incourag 
| ment of others 2 Nam. 25. IT. 

#1 Remember, that it is the Cauſe of God. Ho 
{| zalous were the wicked in time paſt in perſecutin 
6] the godly for matter of duty; in hunting them; 
APartridges on the Mountains , ſparing ' no col 
Jtine or pains? And ſhall their zeal, in a bs 
maule, wherein they did the. Devil's works, ou 

{Woe yours in the cauſe of God, wherein God 
q lonour and glory is concerned ? 

\ Conſider this, God takes notice of all that yo 
f 0; for he 1s Omniſcient. He - ſees your zeal 
'chour labour of love, and all your trouble, an 
ooetes it down in his book. Your zeal to him i is ; 
"el pleaſing af of faith : you may learn this fron 

Þ& inſtance of my Text. God was ſo well plea 
e 0d with Phizehas his zeal, that he beſtowed or 
vhilfim an everlaſting Prieſthood ; and not only ſo 
erat bleſt his Children for his ſake. Behold, !, gre 
t to him my Covenant of Peace, and he ſhall hawk 
Pen, and his ſeed after him. Who knows, but that 
nſtfn, by your zcal, may derive a bleſſ ing untC 
herour poſterity ? 
ion 
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Z 106. 3x. And God: hereafter will n 


val for it ; ay will abundantly y recomperies 


c able. Therefore comfort your (clveaſ | 


þdiſcouragements with theſe thoughts: . 
To conclude: "If Magiſtrates, Miniſtersand 
ate Chriſtians would: each do their dut 
new themſelves zealous for God againſt rig 
hearty promoting of the preſent Reform: 
were an ealy thing to drive ſin into cornet 
lear our Fowns of whoremaſters,, drunk 
ro phane {wearers and ſabbath-breakers. 3 


ring ; Religion and .a ſhew of Godlineſs inf 


"yg *Twould alſo be a means of lengtlit 
ut our preſent. tranquillity, and of proci : 
Þs many bleſſings, as well as the averting ur 
1g Jl judgments; which, in caſe this wor ? 
prmation be obſtructed, will in all probabil 


uy 
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ponred down on us. ' Which God of his i 0 


Frey prevent !. 


